
12. It is a " fact," that the maxim is both popular and true, that
"' prevention is better than cure." But regular physicians cannot profit
by this maxim, for their preventive treatment is given in advice, not in
medicine. Homoeopathists, however, are "wise as serpents" while
they are " harmless as doves." They have preventive drugs always
on hand, and especially during epidemics of any kind. Hence they are
not only practising upon the sick, but also upon the well, and the healthy
are by far their most numerous patients, Their triturated drugs, and
minute dilutions, are prescribed to prevent sickness, and as their system
goes on acquiring popularity, the whole community, whether sick or well,
will be under their treatment and paying them fees.
Thus it will be seen that reasons, by the dozen, nay, " plenty as

blackberries," may be given for becoming homoeopathic doctors. Hence-
forth let there be no more marvel or wonderment expressed, that so many
of the " regulars " are becoming peddlers of sugar of milk. The won-
der is that old-fashioned and antiquated notions of conscience and hon-
esty should deter the profession from generally participating in the profits
of this " fair business transaction." R.
March, 1844.

THE ANTERIOR MEMBRANE OFTHE EYEBALL.

[In the lecture delivered by Dr. William C. Wallace, of New York, re-
. ferred to week before last, the following observations on the minute ana-

tomy of the eye were particularly instructive.]
The eyeball is covered by a continuation of the epidermis which in-

vests the remainder of the body, and as this membrane possesses pecu-
liarities at various situations, it also differs when extended over the eye.
According to writers on animal chemistry, the general epidermis consists
of albumen, coagulated and consequently opaque. On the eyeball, the
albumen is uncoagulated, for the very obvious reason of retaining the trans-
parency of the organ. The membrane is thicker on those portions of the
eye which are most exposed to the air, thinner where it is reflected to the
eyelids, and again dense and coagulated at the margins of the tarsus.
Whether the structure we are examining is a distinct membrane, or

merely a continuation of the conjunctiva, has been a matter of dispute.
The latter opinion is supported in most works on the subject, although
the former is maintained by many accurate anatomists.
The reasons for believing that the conjunctiva is extended over the cor-

nea are the following. 1. When serpents cast the epidermis, no aperture
is left opposite the cornea. 2. The eel may be skinned entire, without
any perceptible division between the conjunctiva and membrane covering
the cornea. 3. In the mus typhlus, a subterraneous animal analogous to
the mole, the cornea is covered with hair, and thus partakes of the nature
of the integuments of the rest of the body. 4. The advocates of this
doctrine assert that although it is impossible to demonstrate the unity of
the membranes in a perfectly fresh eye, yet when the eye is macerated
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in water, or immersed in warm water, the dissection may be carried so far
as to show a continuity of structure. 5. The diseased state of the con-

junctiva in pannus and pterygium extends over the cornea.

The three first statements evidently confirm the contrary opinion.
The fourth is not a fact. 5. As in many cases of pterygium tenue, a
probe may be introduced between the disease and the conjunctiva, the
assertion is not supported. When the disease is deeper sealed, both
structures as well as the sub-conjunciival cellular membrane are affected.
The opinion that the epidermis of the cornea is totally different from

the conjunctiva, is supported by high authority, by anatomical demonstra-
tion, and by the phenomena of disease. The accurate Zinn says, " Sed
ipsa ¡Ha conjunctiva cornea; agglutinata obtegitur altera menibranula te-
nuissima vera epidermidis propagine, et per cornea; faciem externum ex-

pansa." Porterfield, Rebes, Meckel, Siachon and Bayle express a similar
opinion.
Knowing the composition of the outer layer of the eyeball, it is easy

to fit it for examination by hardening its texture with chemical agents.
Corrosive sublímale and albumen act readily on this albuminous mem-

brane, and coagulate it so firmly that the true structure may be easily de-
monstrated. If we immerse an eye in a solution of corrosive sublimate,
hold it for some seconds in boiling water, and then commence the dissec-
tion from the cornea, we can easily show that the epidermis of the cornea

overlaps the conjunctiva. Under favorable circumstances we may ex-
tend the dissection to the margin of the eyelids, where the membrane
becomes continuous with the epidermis of the general integuments.

In the negro, dark-coloredpatches of this membrane may be seen on

the sclerotal conjunctiva ; and on many of the lower animals, the dark
patches and margin on the membrana nictitans are formed by this same

epidermis.
Those anatomists who assert that they have made preparations show-

ing the unity of the conjunctiva and the cuticle of the cornea, have
been deceived, for if we introduce a knife under the conjunctiva and cut
through its attachment to the sclerotica, it is possible to remove, uninjured,
both conjunctiva and epidermis, so as to give the preparation the appear-
ance of a continuous membrane. These observers have evidently over-
looked the possibility of one membrane lying on another.
Like the cuticle on other portions of the body, ibis membrane is per-

fectly reproduced after removal, provided the subjacent texture is not in-
jured. Large portions are often detached by attempts to remove foreign
bodies ; phlyctenulœ and pustules may raise it from its attachments ; it
may be extensively corroded by ulcers ; yet a new cuticle without cica-
trix, and perfect in all its parts, supplies the place oftbat which has been
lost. The tunica conjunctiva is not regenerated ; wdien it is divided, as
in the operation for strabismus, the margins of the wound recede from
each other, and an adventitious deposit covers the sclerotica ; when it is
removed with a pterygium, the resulting cicatrix is often worse than the
disease.
As the epidermis of the common integuments is subject to disease, we
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find that the epidermis of the eyeball occasionally deviates from the nor-
mal condition. It sometimes loses its transparency, and seems to be
more loosely applied to the subjacent parts. In pannus and pterygium,
the enlarged vessels are extended to the epidermis, and proceed over the
cornea.
U the cornea were covered by a mucous membrane, the mucus on its

surface would interfere with vision, as the medium for the passage of
light would not be so transparent. In catarrhal ophthalmia the inflamma-
tion would be extended over the whole anterior surface of the eyeball,
and blindness would be a common occurrence. On the other hand, as
we might expect from the anatomical structure, we find that the swelling
ceases where the conjunctiva does not exist ; the latter membrane
rises over the margin of the cornea, but the epidermis of the cornea does
not assume it similar disease.

SHOULDER SUPPORTER.

[While opening a package containing the ingeniously-devised insttu-
ment alluded to below by Dr. Smilie, of Ainesbury, we were reminded
of the great number of contrivances, in New England, for propping up
the frail tenement of humanity. No inch of body has been neglected,
from the ischium to the top of the sternum, for which some sort of sup-
porter has not been devised. Each inventor has discovered that his ma-

chinery is the one thing nature is longing for ; and so the work of devel-
oping new modes of hooping and lacing the outside, to secure the organs
within, like a mathematical line, is onward forever. Surely, the profes-
sion is distinguished, in this section of the world, both forconstructiveness
and untiring benevolence. We are gratified with these constant exhibi-
tions of ingenuity, and so far from going to war with this tendency to
multiply our means of doing good, we feel bound to encourage a trial of
every apparently useful instrument that is fabricated. All that is truly
valuable in mechanical surgery has been the result of laborious investiga-
tion and patient experiment, from the earliest records of civilization to the
present time]

To the Editor or the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.
Deau Sin,—Having examined a number of instruments devised to sup-

port the shoulders in their natural position, I have thought the idea now

crudely sustained, respecting the use of machines, without reference to
true physiological and pathological bearings, worthy of being a subject
lor more extended investigation.A large majority of those persons affected with pulmonary complaints,follow sedentary pursuits—such as engender the habit of stooping, caus-
ing a loss of tone in the respiratory muscles and their adjuvants. The
intercostal and abdominal lose their tonicity from constant relaxation ;
while those that support the head and shoulders in their natural positionlose their contractility by constant tension, so that the cavity of the
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